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March 12, 1997
UM SENDS FIRST TEAM TO NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS
MISSOULA -
For more than three decades The University of Montana has brought high school students from 
across the state to Missoula to compete in Montana Model United Nations. This month UM will send 
its first collegiate team to New York for the National Model United Nations competition.
The nine members of the collegiate team are all committed to next year’s high school 
competition and will share what they learn at the national level with Montana’s teens.
"This will help modernize our program to better address the great changes in the world," said 
James Flightner, dean of UM’s College of Arts and Sciences and MUN adviser.
The UM students will represent the African country of Senegal. UM and the University of St. 
Louis in Senegal have a cooperative agreement to develop ties, projects and exchanges.
The students have been preparing for the competition by studying Senegal, a French-speaking 
country, and by doing research at UM’s Mansfield Library. They also are keeping pace with the UN 
by doing research on the Internet and other electronic media.
UM students will represent the interests of Senegal in topics ranging from arms control to 
humanitarian and legal issues, said Mandy Johnson, a team member and co-president of MUN. The 
team also will be involved in the Organization of African Unity and the World Trade Organization.
National MUN will have opening ceremonies, including the UN plenary, at UN Headquarters. 




The UM team is funded by Associated Students of The University of Montana; The College 
of Arts and Sciences; President George Dennison; The Davidson Honor College; Dean of Students 
Barbara Hollmann; the Mike and Maureen Mansfield Center; UM’s Pentralia Chapter of the Mortar 
Board National Honor Society; The Bookstore at The University of Montana; and the School of 
Business Administration. Students also pay part of their own expenses.
Montana Model United Nations brings about 350 high school students to UM Thanksgiving 
week to compete.
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